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Re: Franklin Park Master Plan comments to the Department of Transportation and Capital Infrastructure
To whom it may concern,

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy commends the efforts to improve linear parks and trails connectivity
in Loudoun County with the inclusion of additional hiking trails in Franklin Park.

Furthermore, Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy offers the following recommendations on the
proposed Franklin Park Master Plan:

Designated “meadow” areas need to be clarified. Many areas currently designated as
meadow (especially on the Franklin Park - East portion) are actually athletic fields. Other areas of
Franklin Park - East labeled as “meadow” are more or less manicured lawn areas of nonnative
invasive plants such as Japanese Stilt Grass, Oriental Bittersweet, or Johnson Grass, and are for
practical purposes would be more accurately portrayed as unprogrammed lawn areas rather than
meadows. We do recommend that large swaths of unprogrammed lawn areas and fields be managed
as true meadows. These fields could be reseeded with native grasses and native pollinator plants
that are suitable for a meadow designation. It would provide ecological value as well as enhancing
the aesthetic beauty of these areas. It would also allow for paths and educational opportunities on
the value and benefit of native plants, pollinators, grassland nesting birds, and other species that
need grassland meadow habitat to survive.

We have concerns at the proposed location for the mountain biking trails in Franklin Park -
West. This area of the forest contains mature native canopy and understory tree species including
Tulip, White Oak, and Dogwood. The density and late successional stage of this forest provides
tremendous ecological value for wildlife. Mountain biking trails in this area would disrupt this
ecosystem and negatively impact wildlife.

Similarly, the location of the proposed Town of Round Hill Office/ Maintenance Facility
adjacent to the proposed mountain bike trails is also populated with mature native canopy and
understory trees. Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy suggests that this building site be relocated across
the existing road to the south, where the forested area is composed entirely of invasive and
nonnative Autumn Olive trees, in order to minimize impact to wildlife in the mature native forest
area. In order to minimize the potential viewshed impact that may result from this relocation, we
recommend installing a buffer of native evergreen trees, or other native vegetation
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We thank you for your time and consideration, and appreciate the opportunity to provide input on
this plan.

Sincerely,

Trinity Mills

Conservation Advocacy Specialist
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy
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