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October 9, 2025
State Corporation Commission,
¢/o Document Control Center,
P.O. Box 2118,
Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.
Re: PUR-2025-00056.

Dear State Corporation Commissioners,
These comments are submitted on behalf of Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy regarding the proposed
approval and certification of the 500 kV and 230 kV Golden-Mars Lines.

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy does not support any version of the Mars to Golden transmission
line route options which further disrupt the Broad Run floodplain. Our preference would be to
locate the proposed transmission lines alongside currently built infrastructure, as stipulated in the
Route 1 variation following Loudoun County Parkway. This route would decrease impacts to the
fragile habitat within the Broad Run floodplain by minimizing the amount of times the right of way
is required to cross the stream.

The inclusion of the most recently introduced variation 3a is concerning. This variation came
about late in the process and was largely excluded from public input and scrutiny - problematic
considering that it impacts more homes. While it is beneficial that it decreases stream crossings in
comparison to route 3a, its following of the stream path at an elevated level could increase
sedimentation in an already impaired waterway.

Along with avoiding creating new right-of-way inside of a stream valley corridor that would
disrupt vital riparian ecosystem services, Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy recommends the
following actions be taken to minimize the impact to wildlife and natural resources:

e Avoid and minimize the clearing of mature trees in existing mature and emerging forests.
o Recommendations include locating transmission lines as close to Loudoun County
Parkway as possible (to avoid canopy trees planted in wetland cells such as
Sycamore and to minimize impacts to mature forest closer to Broad Run)
e Locate transmission lines outside of the Broad Run floodplain and minimize crossing the
floodplain as much as possible.
o Including locating towers along existing rights-of-way as opposed to disturbing rare
and fragile greenspace
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e C(reate a long-term habitat management plan that includes:
o Alight touch to maintain safety while allowing herbaceous vegetation such as native
wildflowers to grow while minimizing tree cutting
m Use of an ecoregion-specific native plant seed mixture for revegetation that
includes aggressive native plants to prevent
m Right-of-way management plan that simulates a natural meadow habitat to
support declining grassland bird populations, including adhering to mowing
schedules that accommodate nesting periods
o Removal of existing invasive species during and after construction and preventative
monitoring as part of ongoing habitat management
m To prevent invasive species taking over under transmission lines after the
right of way corridor is cleared and transmission lines are installed.
e Identify possible existing nesting sites of protected and at-risk wildlife within the Broad
Run floodplain.
o This includes investigating repeated sightings of Bald Eagles, Great Blue Herons, and
Wood Turtles along the proposed rights-of-way for route variations 2,3, 3a, and 4

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. We hope that you will make a choice which
carries the least environmental consequences, and protect one of the most critical habitat areas
amidst the sprawl of Eastern Loudoun.

Sincerely,
Trinity Mills

Conservation Advocacy Coordinator
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy



