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ANS’s Loudoun County 

Greening Your Neighborhood program 

Self-guided green infrastructure tour 
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An introduction 

Through ANS’s Greening Your Neighborhood program, the mission you have chosen to accept is to complete a 

conservation project in your community by June 2022. There are many kinds of projects you could pursue, but 

the most visible ones would likely be green infrastructure projects.  

The EPA’s Clean Water Act defines green infrastructure as "...the range of measures that use plant or soil 

systems,…stormwater harvest and reuse, or landscaping to store, infiltrate, or [evaporate] stormwater and 

reduce flows to sewer systems or to surface waters." 

Tree plantings, conservation landscaping with native plants, constructed wetlands – these are just some of the 

examples of projects we’ll be exploring through this program.  

Seeing these sites in the winter will give you a good perspective of what to expect in the off-season. But be sure 

to come back to as many of these locations as you can in different seasons to get an idea of what they look like 

later too.  

Jump in the car and head out for a self-guided tour of these green infrastructure projects. This booklet was 

developed in partnership with the various communities and organizations represented here and each story 

provides some insights into the process used to implement each project. 

Enjoy! 

Renee Grebe 
Northern Virginia Conservation Advocate 
Audubon Naturalist Society 
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1. Ashburn Village Community Association 

Native plantings around community lakes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location:  Various locations (see next page) 
 

Ideas sprouted:  Early 2015 

Implementation: Various (see next page) 
 

Project led by:  Ashburn Village HOA Board in partnership w/Magee Design (http://www.john-magee.com/) 

Current contact:  Cam Gordon (General Manager)  |  cgordon@ashburnvillage.org 

Several years ago, the Board of Ashburn Village Community Association (AVCA) 

embarked on an effort to bring more pollinator habitats to its HOA common 

areas and more specifically, around the lakes of Ashburn Village. 

In their initial attempt, they consulted with a firm that used more traditionally 

known ‘landscape’ plants that were not native to the area and (unfortunately) 

did not fully benefit local ecology.  As commonly happens, some of the plants 

used in that initial design were invasive species like Miscanthus Grass, 

Barberries and Spirea (among others).  Realizing that the plan did not 

encompass their true vision, they reached out to Magee Design, a firm known 

for its work with native plants and pollinator habitat. 

In 2015, the first of several gardens was planted at Tippecanoe Lake.  While 

trying to create a diverse landscape that could be maintained by the normal 

landscaping crews, plants were placed in clusters rather than being mixed, with 

the intention of helping crews identify which plantings to keep and which to 

eliminate. However, most landscaping maintenance crews are unfamiliar with 

many of the plants and not trained in their care. Education and maintenance are 

expenses to consider in your budget. 

The following year the Ashburn Lake plantings were installed in a more diverse 

and much less ‘clustered’ manner. While the plantings were modeled after a 

more natural setting, this diversity complicated the maintenance required due 

to the complexity of identifying so many natives versus invasive species.  

In 2017, Beech Lake was planted with two separate sections; the lakeside 

plantings again maintain their diversity, while the plantings on the neighboring 

hill were created to be more mono-typical. For example, Purple Coneflower was 

planted in one group while Joe Pye Weed was planted in another with the hope 

that this would make maintenance easier on the landscape crews. 

2018 brought the first public recognition of the gardens as the Tippecanoe 

Plantings won the “Signatures of Loudoun” Design Excellence award for public 

spaces. (See more online: https://www.loudoun.gov/signaturesofloudoun)  

Maintenance continues to be a primary issue. The current Board is evaluating the 

best path forward to as they explore options for budgeting and maintenance 

contracts to ensure the longer-term sustainability of the gardens. Through education 

and information, the Board is committed to keeping these special gardens beautiful. 

Before photo by John Magee. 

After photos by John Magee 

http://www.john-magee.com/
https://www.loudoun.gov/signaturesofloudoun
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1. Ashburn Village Community Association (cont.) 

Native plantings around community lakes 

 

  

Address: Vicinity of 44078 Cheltenham Circle, Ashburn, VA 20147  

Parking: Park on Cheltenham Circle across from Rising Sun Terrace 

Directions: Walk down Rising Sun Terrace, accessing the lake via walking path between the 

houses. Beech Lake (with the plantings) is to your right. After following the path to the right 

for a short distance, look for additional garden plantings on the hillside to right as well. 

 

B E E CH  L AK E  

Photos by Renee Grebe 

Address: Vicinity of 44145 Tippecanoe Terrace, Ashburn, VA 20147  

Parking: Please only park in an unmarked, unnumbered parking spaces. 

Directions: Access the lake via walking path between the houses. Plantings  

 are along the shoreline to the right and left. 

T I P P E CAN O E  L AK E  

Photos by Renee Grebe 

Address: Vicinity of 44001 Lords Valley Terrace, Ashburn, VA 20147  

Parking: Please only park in an unmarked, unnumbered parking spaces. 

Directions: Access the lake via walking path between the houses. Plantings  

 are along the shoreline to the right and left. 

AS HB UR N  L AK E  

Photos by Renee Grebe 
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2. Briar Patch Park 
Constructed wetlands 

 

 

 

  

Address:  21660 N. Sterling Blvd., Sterling VA, 20164 

Directions:  Park at the north end of the parking lot closer to E. Charlotte St;  

 Walk towards the bridge and around the wetlands on the paved path. 

Idea sprouted:  Fall 2013 

Implementation:  Fall 2015 
 

Project led by:  Loudoun County Stormwater  

Current contact:  Chris Stone  |  Chris.Stone@loudoun.gov 

Briar Patch Park is one of two examples of a constructed wetland on this tour 

(the other is on HOA property in Loudoun Valley Estates III). This is primarily a 

visual example, as this was a large-scale project done on county property, by 

the county. As such, there are no lessons to learn from an advocacy perspective. 

However, this project is a good example of turning a previously mowed lawn 

area into an ecologically productive area. 

Some locales in the state of Virginia, such as Loudoun, are required to identify 

projects where large-scale improvements can be made in improving the health 

of our local waterways as a way to ensure the long-term health of the 

Chesapeake Bay (to support their MS4 permit goals).  

In the Fall of 2013, the county identified this park and the drainage channel  

as an opportunity for a retrofit, an improvement in stormwater management. 

Water from a 27-acre surrounding suburban area is directed to this park 

through large pipes that run under Sterling Blvd. During significant rainfall, 

water wooshes into this area, carrying pollutants and damaging force into the 

surrounding watershed.  

You can see the outfall looking west from the bridge. That outfall slows the 

force of the water, allowing the water to spread out, slow down, and soak into 

this wetlands area, which improves the pollutant treatment in comparison to 

the prior dry pond. Native plants and trees were added to this previously 

mowed swath to improve the ecological benefits of this area.   

Construction of the wetland took approximately nine months and included the 

installation of hundreds of wetland plants, trees around the perimeter, and a 

seeding of wetland plant species.  This project was partially funded by a grant 

from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

Take a walk around the perimeter of wetlands. What once was an unusable area 

has now become a natural focal point of the park. It may be relatively quiet in 

the winter, serving as shelter for birds and other animals. But as the seasons 

change, this area is a home where frogs, turtles, birds, and butterflies can 

congregate and raise their families. 

Before photo by Loudoun Co. 

After photos by Renee Grebe 
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3. Broadlands HOA 
Native Plant Demonstration Garden 

  Address: Broadlands Native Plant Demonstration Garden, Ridgeway Drive,  

 Broadlands, VA 20148 

Website: http://broadlandsnaturally.org/projects/native-plants-demo-garden/  

Many photos available via Google Maps entry as well. 

Idea sprouted:  Spring 2011 

Implementation:  First phase installed Nov 2012; Second phase Oct 2014 
 

Project led by:  Conservation Landscaping Committee 

Current contact:  Oya Simpson  |  osimpson@broadlandsnaturally.org 

The area where the Broadlands Native Plant Demonstration Garden now sits 

was originally a grass lawn with no water source. The idea to transform this area 

into a beautiful and more ecologically rich demo garden gained traction with 

the Committee, the HOA Board, and partner organizations.  

Funding for both the plants and the garden design was obtained through 

donations (not through the HOA). The Committee engaged local and renowned 

native plant landscape designer John Magee (whose company specialized in 

eco-friendly design and sustainable landscaping) in creating a proposal.  

The idea and garden design plans were presented at a September 2012 HOA 

board meeting. The project was approved with the stipulation that volunteers 

would maintain it instead of a landscaping company.  

In November of 2012, with Magee Design’s plans in hand and in partnership 

with John, volunteers implemented the design. Daily for the first week after 

planning, and once a week for several weeks after, volunteers diligently walked 

water to the site to ensure the plants got well established. 

However, there have been some challenges. While maintenance of the garden by 

volunteers has been successful, it requires a knowledgeable community leader to 

continue the work. The Committee is working with the common grounds’ 

maintenance company, HLS, to slowly transition of the upkeep of the garden.   

Broadlands has several other ecologically focused projects as well which are not 

on this tour as they are not as easily accessible. However, we hope to feature 

them in upcoming newsletters.  

Each has presented challenges, but the community’s commitment to enhance 

and maintain wildlife habitats earned Broadlands the recognition of being the 25th 

Certified Community Wildlife Habitat™ by the National Wildlife Federation in 

February 2008. 

Garden design by Magee Design 

Garden photos by  
Oya Simpson & Renee Grebe 

Also worth visiting nearby: (1) The native plant garden between the parking lot and 
building of Broadlands’ Nature Center (21907 Claiborne Pkwy, Broadlands, VA 20148)  
(2) Explore a little further via the path in the NE corner of the parking lot, towards the 
elementary school – more native plantings (trees and otherwise) are labeled in that area. 

http://broadlandsnaturally.org/projects/native-plants-demo-garden/
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4. Cascades HOA 
Multiple projects 

Cascades has a unique situation in that a combination of their finances and bylaws have allowed a significant 

investment in many facets of the community’s landscaping. Land Planning & Design Associates, Inc. 

(https://www.lpda.net/) was hired to help the Board develop a master plan for the community, a guidance 

document for goals for future projects. Several landscaping projects have resulted as part of that process, 

though not all of the projects use native plants. The Board continues to do outreach to the community, 

providing updates and opportunities for discussion as implementation of various master plan projects continue. 

 

F I R S T  S E T  O F  L O CAT IO N S :  W HE R E  T O  P AR K  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address:  20670 Fernbank Court, Sterling, VA 20165  

  (Cascades Stonehouse Community Center) 

After entering parking lot from Cutwater Pl., 

drive to the very back of the parking lot and park. 

First project (future):  

Removal of extra parking lot area for green space 

Address: Here, where you parked. 
 

Idea sprouted:  2016 (as a part of the landscape master plan) 

Implementation: TBD 
 

Project idea by:  Cascades Board  

Current contact: Dave Coyle  |  dave@cascadesva.com 

This easternmost part of this parking lot, between the middle landscape curb and the grass at the back, will 

ultimately be removed. The HOA Board worked with Loudoun County to pass an amendment to the County’s site 

plan to allow Cascades to remove this superfluous part of the parking lot to allow the impervious surface to be 

converted to green space. Come back in 2021+ to see the change! 

Now, for short walk to the next project… 

Second project: Native tree seedling reforesting of grassy areas 

Directions:  From the parking lot, follow the walking path out of 

the back of the lot. Make a right and notice the tree plantings 

on the hillside to your right. When you see the tunnel under 

Cascades Pkwy (on your left), make a right to see more 

seedlings and a monarch waystation on the hillside too. There 

are more seedlings planted on the other side of the tunnel. 

Go through and make a left. You’ll notice tree seedlings at the 

box culvert opening around the creek area. 
 

Idea sprouted:  2016 (as a part of the landscape master plan) 

Implementation: Fall 2019 
 

Project led by:  Cascades Board with support from LCSWCD 

Current contact: Dave Coyle  |  dave@cascadesva.com 

https://www.lpda.net/
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4. Cascades HOA (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second project:  

Native tree seedling reforesting of grassy areas (cont.) 

Through the Loudoun County Soil and Water Conservation District’s tree planting 

program, Cascades was awarded $12,000 to plant trees across 1.74 acres of 

common property, spread throughout seven locations in the community.  

The areas (described in the “Directions” area on the previously page) were some  

of the areas identified for reforesting. Located near a walking path, trees here will 

eventually provide shade for walkers and bring life to an otherwise ecologically 

dead zone of turf grass. Hundreds of native seedlings were planted, using tree 

tubed, protected from deer nibbling and antler-rubbing. These tubes (or similar 

adequate protection) will need to stay in place for several years until the trees  

are old enough to withstand deer impacts. 

Mowing of the planted area has also been stopped to allow for native grasses to 

take the place of turf grass. However, invasive Japanese stiltgrass is showing up as 

an opportunistic resident and the community will need to battle this grass to 

ensure long term success.  

 

Follow the directions (listed in this section on the previous page) to visit the various 

tree planting sites, or head back to the car for the next set of locations. 

 

Before and after photos  
by Land Planning & Design 
Associates and Renee Grebe 
 

S E CO N D  S E T  O F  L O CAT IO N S :  W HE R E  T O  P AR K  

Address:  Park near 20610 Quarterpath Trace Cir, Sterling, VA 20165 

 

After parking, walk towards Cascades Parkway from Quarterpath.  

• Turn right to see the hillside plantings (a short walk) 

• Or, turn left to see the area where goats have cleared invasive plants (a short walk) 

Note:  There’s not much to see in this area other than it was the location where goats  

were used to remove invasives. Invasives still remain in the area, but there are far fewer. 

 

 

See project descriptions on next page. 
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4. Cascades HOA (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First project: Plantings on Parkway hillsides 

Location:   Along Cascades Parkway, between the intersection of Quarterpath and Potomac View 
 

Idea sprouted:  2016 (as a part of the landscape master plan) 

Implementation: 2017 – 2018  
 

Project led by:  Cascades Board  

Current contact: Dave Coyle  |  dave@cascadesva.com 

 

When the main roads were constructed in Cascades, the developer 

deliberately built them at a lower grade than the surrounding  

community to help mitigate road noise. This resulted in short, steep  

difficult-to-mow hillsides. The Board has undertaken several projects 

to replace turf grass with trees, shrubs, and other landscaping on 

these hills, using their conventional landscaping company for the job. 

The goal? Address “under planted and over maintained” areas. 

In select areas, their landscaping company built stone walls at the bottom of the hills and topsoil was added to 

reduce the angle of the hillside. These areas were then converted from lawn to landscaping at a cost of roughly 

$30,000 per section. Unfortunately, these projects did not prioritize native trees, shrubs, and plants as they 

could have, as there was pushback from the community and a desire for common non-native trees such as 

Crepe Myrtles (a tree from Asia).  

Still, the concept and overall structure is good inspiration for converting difficult-to-mow areas to more ecologically 

friendly areas. Working with a landscape design company experienced with native plants should allow for a well-

designed and well-behaved native garden. Long term maintenance of those plants must be accounted for as well. 

 

Photo by Renee Grebe 

Second project: Invasive plant understory cleared by goats 

Location:   Along Cascades Parkway, between the intersection of Quarterpath and Sky Lane 
 

Idea sprouted:  Summer 2019 

Implementation: Summer 2020 (and more to come) 
 

Project led by:  Cascades Board in partnership w/Glorious Goats 

  (https://gloriousgoatsllc.wixsite.com/loudoun) 

Current contact: Dave Coyle  |  dave@cascadesva.com 

The Cascades community expressed concerns about the invasive vines  

threatening the health of their trees and tree canopy. The Board opted  

to go with goats, well-known for eating anything and everything in their  

path. With the understory in this area overrun by invasive plants, goats  

ate their way through the first step – knock back the invasives, then  

come back for non-goat follow up to treat the invasives more completely. 

The long-term goal in this area is to restore the area with native plantings. 

If you choose to walk this area, it is hard to see what occurred here – it 

may not look like much. But the absence of even more vines and invasives 

is a sign of progress! 

Photo by Land Planning & Design 
Associates, Inc 
 

10 

10 

https://gloriousgoatsllc.wixsite.com/loudoun
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5. Crossroads United Methodist Church 
Native Plant gardens 

 

 

 

 

Address: 43454 Crossroads Dr, Ashburn, VA 20147 
 

Idea sprouted:  Spring 2018 

Implementation:  Sept 2018; Audubon At Home signs installed Spring 2019 
 

Project led by:  Church members 

Current contact:  BJ Lecrone  |  bjlecrone@loudounwildlife.org 

While there are a number of differences in implementing a project like this in a 

faith community versus an HOA or Condo Association, this project is a wonderful 

example of a pollinator garden implementation from which we can learn. 

With support from church leaders for the idea of a native plant garden,  

a church member pursued and ultimately received a Burke Grant to fund this  

project - just 1 of 6 faith communities selected to spend up to $1,500. 

June 2018 BJ, who works for Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy (LWC) and is also an  

Audubon At Home (AAH) Ambassador, agreed to take the lead on planning this  

project to transition a grassy entrance area to all natives. As luck would have it,  

Dominion Energy contacted LWC the following month to inquire about community  

service volunteering, and this project was a perfect match.  

With a philosophy of “measure twice and cut once”, BJ spent several months  

researching plants that would work in sunny conditions and evaluated design  

options based on plant height and bloom time across the seasons. 

In September 2020, with the help of 12 Dominion Energy and six church volunteers,  

the turf grass was removed and 160 plants of 32 species were planted! Volunteers  

were lined up to water the new plants every day for the first week, and then  

weekly until winter. 

By the Spring of 2019, as the new growth started providing food and shelter for  

wildlife, AAH signs were installed, and BJ partnered with others to market and  

educate our community about the benefits of native plants. She organized  

multiple presentations to the congregation and also for summer camp, complete  

with handouts, and wrote a series of snippets featuring the “native plant of the week”  

for their Hope in Action electronic newsletter and handouts at church each week. 

Maintenance, monthly weeding and watering as needed, is currently being done with church volunteers. Of note is 

that by Spring 2020, the plants had multiplied by the hundreds and thinning of the area proved important. About 100 

plants were dug up and shared back to the community for their own yards. Black-eyed Susan and Lyre-Leaf Sage proved 

most prolific. As such, in the fall of 2020, seed heads (post-bloom) were removed to minimize next year’s spread. 

If you are seeking a more manicured garden, prepare a volunteer base to be ready to dig and share each year (or more 

often), as thinning of plants in these situations is critical. As noted, removal of seed heads can also help minimize 

spread. Digging up and sharing plants takes work, but it is a fabulous marketing tool to spread the word. People always 

love “free stuff”, but educating the recipients on the required maintenance of seed removal and/or thinning is important. 

Garden photos courtesy  

of BJ Lecrone 
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6. Loudoun Valley Estates III HOA 
Constructed Wetland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address:  43454 Stukely Drive, Sterling VA 20166 

Note: Please observe only from sidewalk - please respect  

the private property on each side by not trespassing. 

Idea sprouted:  Spring 2013 

Implementation:  Fall 2019 
 

Project led by:  Loudoun County Stormwater  

Current contact:  Chris Stone  |  Chris.Stone@loudoun.gov 

This is one of two examples of a constructed wetland on this tour (the other is 

the county-owned Briar Patch Park). This is a unique example in that the HOA did 

not have to pay anything for the installation. Initiated by the county, this project 

may have been able to move along faster with a stronger community advocate.  

Some locales in the state of Virginia, such as Loudoun, are required to identify 

projects where large-scale improvements can be made in improving the health 

of our local waterways as a way to ensure the long-term health of the 

Chesapeake Bay (to support their MS4 permit goals).  

In the Fall 2013, Loudoun County’s Stormwater department reached out to 

Loudoun Valley Estates III HOA and presented the idea to convert a seven-acre 

stormwater retention area into a constructed wetland. Paid for at the county’s 

expense and with a partial grant from the Virginia DEQ, this would help the 

county make progress on its stormwater goals as constructed wetlands allow 

rainwater to gather, slow down, and soak into the ground, which improves the 

pollutant treatment in comparison to the prior dry pond.  Additionally, native 

plants and trees were then added to this previously mowed area to further 

improve the ecological benefits of the project. 

The project was initially met with hesitation as the community faced several 

adjacent large-scale construction projects including the widening of Old Ox Rd. (606). 

Nonetheless, Loudoun Stormwater continued the conversation with the HOA boards 

over several years. Even as board members changed over these years, Loudoun 

staff continued educating them about the potential benefits of this project.  

Approval for this project was received by Loudoun Stormwater in Spring 2018 and 

planning for the implementation moved forward. Construction at the site lasted 

for seven months, culminating in the planting of 110 trees and hundreds of 

native plants, such as swamp milkweed. Fencing was put up around the site for 

a year to protect the new tree seedlings from deer impact. 

As of the Fall of 2020, the fencing has been removed, several monarch 

caterpillars were seen on milkweed in the wetlands, and frogs and shorebirds 

are returning to the area! 

During construction photo  
by Loudoun Co. 

Aerial image, Google Maps 

After photos by Renee Grebe 
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7. Sycamore Hill HOA 
Native plant garden replacement of non-native annuals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address: 402 Ginkgo Terrace NE, Leesburg, VA 20176 

  (Sycamore Hill Pool House) 
 

Idea sprouted:  Spring 2016 

Implementation:  Summer 2016 
 

Project led by:  Kim Spiegel (General Manager), with Board support  

Current contact:  Kim Spiegel  |  kspiegel@sycamorehillhoa.com 

The idea for the native plant garden was inspired by community 

manager Kimberly Spiegel of Sycamore Hills HOA. Growing up on a  

farm helped connect her to the land and in Spring 2016, she attended 

the Piedmont Environmental Council’s (PEC) "Common Areas for the 

Greater Good" forum on ways HOAs could improve community spaces 

for both the environment as well as residents’ quality of life.  

Kimberly had the idea to start a new native plant garden at the 

community center and presented the idea of replacing the non-native, 

seasonal plants and flowers at the next Board meeting. With approval 

and support from the Board, Kimberly partnered with PEC’s Gem Bingol 

to help in the adoption of more native landscaping  

practices at Sycamore Hills HOA. This led to meeting with the Audubon 

Society of Northern Virginia (ASNV) and together, PEC and ASNV 

provided guidance on a landscape design with the right mix of native 

plants and shrubs to attract pollinators and wildlife, such as butterflies 

and birds. Kimberly then worked with the HOA’s landscaping contractor 

to acquire perennial native plants and grasses. Perennials are more 

financially sustainable, as replacing flowers every year costs more.  

After the planting was completed in June 2016, Kim diligently watered 

throughout the summer, and by fall 2016, a greater variety of birds and 

butterflies could be seen in the area. Since Sycamore Hills HOA already 

had rain barrels for collecting water to water plants, another example 

of conservation landscaping, the native plant garden was well received 

as it built on the conservation values of the rain barrels. Many residents 

of the community love the garden bed, collect seeds to plant at their 

own homes, and watch out for monarch caterpillars to transform into 

butterflies. This past year, Sycamore Hills HOA has added a wall around 

the garden and will add signage in 2021. 

 

At the end of November 2020, the Sycamore Hills HOA cleared and prepared 

the entrance-sign garden beds at the corners of Fort Evan Rd NE & Sycamore 

Hills Drive to be converted into mini meadows of native plants in the Spring 

2021. Come back next summer to see the progress!  

 

Garden photo by Gem Bingol, PEC 

C:\Users\ReneeGrebe\Audubon 

Garden design by Watermark Woods 

Photos by Renee Grebe 
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8. Willowsford Conservancy  
Wet meadow & native gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address:  23595 Founders Drive, Ashburn, VA 20148 

Parking: Please park in the gravel parking area of the Farm Stand 
 

Implementation: Wet meadow installed in 2014 
 

Current contact:  Taryn McFarland  |  tmcfarland@willowsfordconservancy.org 

The wet meadow just downhill from the parking area provides a wonderful  

self-guided tour of the area, with interpretive signage.  

The Wet Meadow is located on private property and is being opened to the 

public for this tour only. As these projects were completed by Willowsford 

Conservancy on their own private property, there are no lessons to learn from 

an advocacy perspective. However, both examples demonstrate how to turn 

grassy, mowed lawn areas something more ecologically productive. 

Flanked by Broad Run creek, the Wildlife Meadow is a vibrant native plant 

ecosystem.  This meadow is designed to showcase native perennials, shrubs 

and grasses and provide you with ideas for how gardening with native plants 

can be both beneficial and beautiful. Three vernal pools in the wet meadow are 

fed by Broad Run and keep the Wet Meadow moist during the dry seasons. 

Many amphibians, invertebrates, birds and mammals depend on it for food, 

shelter and breeding ground.  It also cleans and manages storm water runoff 

from nearby roads and farm operations and is a wonderful spot to observe our 

rich native flora and fauna. The Wet Meadow serves as a space for residents to 

enjoy a unique naturalized space filled with a variety of wildflowers and wildlife.  

 

After your meadow walk, peek into the fenced in Farm Stand area – the  

narrow gardens closest to the road are full of labeled native plants. The design  

is a clever layout to allow for interested parties to walk up and down the aisles, 

learning about the plants as they go. 

 

Wet meadow during the 
growing season (photos 
courtesy of Willowsford 
Conservancy) and in its fall 
glory (photo by Renee Grebe) 

Native plant beds @ Farm 
Stand, Photos by Renee Grebe 
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9. Additional projects 
 

  
Address: Gated community in Leesburg, 20176  

Access: River Creek HOA is a gated community, however, resident Jack McNamee  

 (mcnameejr@gmail.com) has offered to guide interested parties on a visit. Please note: River 

 Creek will also be on the GrYN in-person tour in May 2021, so everyone will have a chance to 

 visit in the spring. 

 

CO N F L UE N CE  P AR K  @  R IV E R  CR E E K  HO A  

All photos on this page by Renee Grebe 

Address: 400 Madison Trade Plaza SE, Leesburg, VA 20175  

Parking: Park in the northern most part of the parking lot. 

Directions: From the parking lot, walk north and take a right towards the WO&D bike path. The meadow is 

between the bike path and businesses and community buildings. Watch for bikers! 

W O & D B I K E  P AT H  UR B AN  M E ADO W  

Address: 22377 Belmont Ridge Rd., Ashburn, VA 20148 

Parking: Park towards the entrance of the building. 

Directions: The focus area here is the pollinator garden in the grassy area in the middle of the parking lot.  

It is a simple example of converting a limited amount of space as an educational demonstration. 

N AT IO N AL  R E CR E AT IO N  &  P AR K S  AS S O C IAT IO N  O F F I C E  

mailto:mcnameejr@gmail.com
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These examples are living, changing places. Come back in different seasons. 

Observe what else comes back with the seasons. Bug, birds, a living 

ecosystem. Compare your experiences in these natively planted areas with 

areas in your community. What differences do you see? 

These are just a sampling of many green infrastructure projects throughout 

Loudoun County and Northern Virginia. As you travel around, keep your eyes 

out for bioswales, rain gardens, and native trees and plants. You may realize 

that there are more projects out there than you first imagined. 

We hope that you will draw inspiration from these examples and that they 

generate ideas you can bring back and share within your own community! 

   

 

Woodend Sanctuary, HQ | 8940 Jones Mill Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 
Rust Sanctuary | 802 Childrens Center Road, Leesburg, Virginia 20175 

 
Greening Your Neighborhood Self-Guided Tour, December 2020 

http://conservationblog.anshome.org/loudoun-county/   

Confluence Park, River Creek HOA, Photo by Renee Grebe 

http://conservationblog.anshome.org/loudoun-county/

