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Articles in the Habitat Herald are published for the information of 
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy members.  

Newsletter  Karen Coleman 
Staff: Barbara Holland 
  Leslie McCasker  
 

©  2002 Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy.  To reprint any or all of 
Habitat Herald, please contact Leslie McCasker. Permission will 
generally be granted if appropriate credit is given. 
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Continued on page 3 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
group of volunteers who share a common goal of protecting 
and perpetuating natural habitats for the benefit of both 
people and wildlife.  Contributions are tax-deductible to the 
extent allowed by the law. 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy Board meets the first 
Tuesday of each month. Board meetings are open to all 
members. For more information, or to suggest topics for 
discussion at upcoming meetings, contact Phil Daley. 

 

You can also visit us at: 

www.loudounwildlife.org 
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President  

Bruce McGranahan (540) 554-4804 gr8habitats@runbox.com 

Vice President 

Tom Bjorkman (540) 882-3960 TNBj@megapipe.net 

Secretary 

Mary Ann Good  (540) 338-1901 ClintGood@mediasoft.net 

Treasurer 

Sharon Kearns (703) 777-1787 Lkridesnow@aol.com 

Children’s Programs Committee Chair 

Membership Committee Chair 

Vacant   

Publications Committee Chair 

Leslie McCasker (540) 338-2133 teddbear@erols.com 

Programs Committee Chair 

Joe Coleman (540) 554-2542 jandkcoleman@erols.com 

Public Relations / Publicity Committee Chair 

Nana Chroninger 

Public Policy Committee Chair   

Otto Gutenson (540) 882-3205 gutenson.otto@epamail.epa.gov 

Stream Monitoring Program Committee Co-Chairs 

Fred Fox  
Gem Bingol 

(540) 554-4844 
(703) 771-1645 

ffox@osmre.gov 
gembingol@email.msn.com 

Webmaster 

Denise Kirwan (703) 327-4205 kirwantech@mediasoft.net 

Vacant    

(703) 406-7749 ngchronger@aol.com 
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Source:  The Field Guide to Wildlife Habitats of the Eastern  
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This article was written by Bruce Hopkins for the National Park Service and is printed here with their permission. 
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Space is limited for many of these programs. 

Please call the designated program contact for further information and to reserve your spot.  
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Snakes are important links in the natural 
environment and should be treated as such. 
Snakes have a very bad reputation because 
people seem to inherently fear them. This is a 
shame because they are beneficial to man in one 
way or another. Several species are important 
because their diet consists mainly of rodents, 
including voles, moles and mice. Assisting the 
home gardener with pest control. 

Of the 35 species and subspecies of snakes in 
Virginia only 3 are poisonous — Northern 
Copperhead, Eastern Cottonmouth (found only in 
the southeastern corner of Virginia), and Timber 
Rattlesnake.   

 
Most non-poisonous snakes actively hunt their 
prey, while venomous snakes lie in wait for their 
prey to save energy.— making themselves 
invisible. Because they are not readily visible—
don’t reach into places where you cannot see.  

The best advice is to never handle a snake unless 
you are sure it is non-poisonous. Even then, unless 
you have a very good reason, it is best to leave 
them alone — they will avoid you if it is at all 
possible.  

A yard full of wildlife is one which you should enjoy 
but is also one which you need to be alert and 
mindful. 

������	�����	��� by Leslie McCasker 
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Adopting a New Loudoun County Zoning Ordinance  

Step One:  The Loudoun County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors should be 
applauded for their move to adopt the Revised General Plan, which occurred in July 2001.  That 
marked the first important step in protecting Loudoun’s precious natural resources. 

Step Two:  Better laws are being developed.  The Planning Commission Public Hearings were 
held Aug. 14 & 17, 2002 followed by the Board of Supervisor’s Public Hearing in October 2002.  
The Board of Supervisors intends to adopt new ordinances before the end of the year.  

Step Three:  The final step is implementation and enforcement.  These regulations will not be 
effective without effective enforcement.  Urge the Board of Supervisors to establish a Department 
of Natural Resources with the authority to carry out the Board’s smart growth goals that are 
embodied in the general plan and new ordinances. 

Why is your support critical?  

The new regulations will include measures to help protect valuable natural resources that support 
wildlife and our opportunity to enjoy Loudoun’s wildlife.   
 

Support the Conservation Design Ordinance .  These important regulations will: 

• Require developers to identify natural resources on a property early in the process so that the 
development patterns account for protection and avoidance of key land features such as 
streams, floodplains, wetlands, forests, meadows, and critical wildlife habitat. 

• Create awareness of the importance of Loudoun’s natural and biological resources so that 
roads, utilities, and buildings will be located to reduce environmental impacts. 

• Result in more usable open space set-asides that better protect wildlife habitat. 

 

Support the proposed River and Stream Corridor Over lay District.  These regulations will: 

• Eliminate many destructive land use activities that have previously been allowed to occur 
within floodplains and stream valleys. 

• Support saving trees and vegetated buffers along streams and rivers for water-quality 
protection. 

• Help preserve valuable wildlife travel corridors and floodplain habitat. 

Continued on page 14 
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Support the Steep Slope Standards.  These regulations will: 

• Help preserve forest cover and native vegetation on steep slope areas. 

• Restrict clearing and grading of steep slopes, which contributes to high rates of erosion and 
sedimentation in our streams. 

• Help protect unique habitat that is found in steep slope areas. 

•  

Support the Limestone Overlay District and Mountain side Development Overlay District 
ordinances.  These regulations will: 

• Offer better protection against clearing of mountainside forests and the resulting erosion and 
sedimentation problems. 

• Improve forest cover protection in the mountainside areas. 

• Require performance standards for development in the Limestone Conglomerate area north of 
Leesburg. 

 

Two other ordinances are not being considered at this time.  We believe that a Tree Preservation  
Ordinance and a Lighting Ordinance should be included as part of this re-write. Urge the 
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors to include the Tree Preservation and Lighting 
Ordinance in this phase of the ordinance revisions. 

 

Public support for the new laws is critical! 
 

Development interests are mounting their opposition to these critical protective ordinances.   

YOUR VOICE IS IMPORTANT!   Send e-mail comments to: zoningupdate@loudoun.gov  

and ask that the comments be made part of the Public Record.   

 

For more information contact the Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy’s at gr8habitats@runbox.com .  

Your Support is Needed...continued from page 13 
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Name:  �

Street:  
�

City, ST, Zip:  

Phone:  (H)    (W)  E-mail   

�

Please indicate your membership level:               (*membership runs from January 1- December 31)  

��$10  Student* �  $30  Family* �  $200  Individual Lifetime 

�   $20  Individual* �  $75  Corporate* �  $300  Family Lifetime 

                                         � Additional Donation $___________ 
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Membership Benefits Include: 
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Mail this form along with your payment to: Loudouon Wildlife Conservancy 
 PO Box 2088 

 Purcellville, VA  20134-2088 

These classes designed for and originally offered to Loudoun County teachers (credit is available) are now 
open for registration to the public. These classes will cover basic natural history knowledge for each topic 
and will cover ways these topics can be interpreted to children through activities and projects. Classes are 
ideal not only for teachers for but also for home schools, scout leaders, summer camp leaders, and those 
wishing to become naturalists. All workshops will be held at the Rust Sanctuary cost $40 per registrant 
(including materials and fees). These programs will include both classroom and field work.  The fieldwork 
will go in light to moderate rain, so dress for the weather.  Bring insect repellent, drinking water, and wear 
long sleeve shirts and long pants to protect against poison ivy. Please register at 
www.audubonnaturalist.org/eereg.htm. 
 

Workshop Title: Water Quality and Stream Ecology 
Instructor:  Cliff Fairweather, Audubon Naturalist Society 
Date & Time: Fall Session: Sat., Sept. 28, 9:00 a.m - 1:30 p.m. 

Learn how to assess the health of local streams using aquatic macroinvertebrates as water quality 
indicators.  We'll cover the taxonomy of aquatic invertebrates, equip you with the skills to identify these 
animals to the taxonomic level of class and/or order, and learn what the presence or absence of various 
forms tell us about stream health.  Along the way, we'll learn how these animals are adapted to aquatic life, 
how local stream ecosystems function and how human activities affect the health of local streams. This bio-
logical system has components that can help you meet VA SOL’s. 

Continued on page 16 
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Workshop Title: Mammals: The Science Behind The Fur       
Instructor:  Tammy Schwab, Audubon Naturalist Society 
Date & Time: Fall Session Thurs., Sept. 12th, 7-9 PM and Sat., Sept. 14th, 9 AM-12 noon 

Mammals are great example animals for teaching about life processes.  Their diversity is great and 
they are inherently attractive to young people. This class will include subtopics such as classification of 
mammals, mammals of VA, bats, endangered species, and mammals as examples for teaching about habi-
tat, adaptations, food webs, and ecological interactions like predation and competition. Participants will re-
ceive a resource guide and activity ideas. The topics covered in this workshop will help teachers with VA 
SOL's .  

Workshop Title: Using Your Schoolyard for Science Enrichment: A Real Cheap Field Trip 
Instructor: Tammy Schwab, Audubon Naturalist Society 
Date & Time: Fall Session: Saturday, October 5th 10 AM-3PM 

This workshop will be a basic introduction to the skills of environmental education.  Participants 
will hone their skills in nature observation and use of field guides. Explore books, the WWW, and other re-
sources that will help you quickly build a working knowledge base of natural history.   Learn about devel-
oping and leading nature programs and field trips that meet specific SOL's. Try out the tips and tricks that 
make a nature program successful. This class is great for teachers who are looking to integrate nature study 
into their classrooms. This class will include subtopics such as using nature as an integrating piece in all 
subjects, using your existing school yard as a mini laboratory for science experiments, creating habitat in 
your schoolyard, and resources and tips for overcoming the barriers of taking students outside. Participants 
will take home a nature study and interpretation resource packet.  

Nature Education...continued from page 15 
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