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vegetation either emerging 
from the water or near 

the water’s edge. 
Even when you know 
where to look, 
locating individuals 
can be a real 
challenge and 
makes for good 
out-of-doors 
entertainment 
for children on a 

spring evening. 

During the remainder of the year, 
individual peepers occasionally may 
be observed in wooded areas during 
rainy weather. 

The spring peeper is identified easily 
by its light brown color and a 
distinctive darker X on its back. 

So, enjoy the coming season. Spend 
an evening looking for these 

interesting animals. * ��

One of the sure signs of 
approaching spring is the nightly 
calling of the spring peeper. 

This tiny frog, Pseudacris crucifer 
(formerly known as Hyla crucifer), is 
about an inch to an inch and a half 
long and is typically the first of our 
frog species to emerge from 
winter hibernation. 

For such a small animal, 
spring peepers have 
extraordinarily loud voices. 
They can be heard from great 
distances. 

Seeing them is another 
matter, not only because of their small 
size but because of their 
ventriloquist’s ability to throw their 
voice. 

This species occurs wherever 
standing water may be found. Males, 
which do the calling, typically perch on 

Heralds of Spring 

Please note that the date of our ���������	
��	��
�
�
�	

program has been changed to ��������	���	���	



2 

Habitat Herald Spring 1999 

��������	�
��
�������
���������������������
�	����	����������
����������������������������	����
 ���������
!��
��

��
��
!�
������	�
��
��������������
"���#���$�
����%&�������������
���		������������
����
�������'�	����
����������(���
��������
!�����
�����	�������������������		������	�	�
���
��)�����
*��	���%�������
!�����	�
���
�����������+������������	��
����������
����
���������������!��	���������+���
�����	�
%�,����������
!�
�����������$��
���)�		��	�����������)�	�	������+����%�

������������������
���������
!���������
������
���������
��������
�����	����������%�-�
��������������
�������	�������.����
�
�����$��
��"��$�������
��'��/	�
%���������	�
��
�����/	�
�
�	�����		�����������
�����������
��)�����'����!��������
��+�	����
��������
�����	����������������
����
�	��!�	���+�
��
���)��
�
����0�������
�����

'���
��
��	�����������)����+�	������
��'���	��������!�%���
������
���
�������
�����)�������
������)��
�����'���������������-��
���
�����1'��	���0�������������+��
�
��
���	%�1��
���������*������
������������
�	������������
�����
+��	��
!������'�	��������%����
��������������
�$��
���)���
�
�)
������������!�����'���	�

�
!%�2��)���������	�����
��������
!�+�������������������
����������(�
��)�����
��		�!�
��
�	�

�
!%���
�����
���	���)��
�����0�������
�����


'���
��
��	�����������)������+�
�������
�����������
����
��
)�����
������������
���,��	��
!��
��0�'�	����
����
��
�����	�
������������������
�)�
��%�-�
����������.����
!����
����������
�!
����������������+���������������
"���
������������������
+�������������)�����	�����		������
��+	������������������)����
�'������
!�������'�	����
��������������	��!��)�
!����
��%��

,��������������������
�3�	�	����$�
���'�
��"��)�����
�
��������
!�)�����*��	���������	������
���		�����������	��
������
������
��
��������
������+��
!��
���*����	����
���		��%�3��
�
�������		��������
�������)����!!����������������������+	����
�����
����������		��*������
���������'���+��������'��	�+	���������

����	���	���
��������
�%������
!����������������+��	��
!�����
!�
�	�����
��������
���
���������������������+�	��'��������.����
!�
���
����������+��
!���		�)��%����������
��������		����
����'���
��

Continued on page 3 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) group of volunteers who 
share a common goal of protecting and 
perpetuating natural habitats for the benefit 
of both people and wildlife.  Contributions 
are tax-deductible. 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy Board 
meets the first Tuesday of each month. 
Board meetings are open to all members. 
For more information, or to suggest topics 
for discussion at upcoming meetings, 
contact Joe Coleman. 

For more information, please visit us at: 

www.loudounwildlife.org 
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Joe Coleman (540) 554-2542 
President 
   

Fred Fox (540) 554-4844 
Vice President 
    

Maria Ruth  (540) 338-3810 
Secretary    
 

Leslie McCasker  (540) 338-2133 
Treasurer & 
Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator 
    

Loudoun Soil and  (703) 777-2075  
Water Conservation &  
Stream Monitoring Program 
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Barbara Holland, Editor 
 

Leslie McCasker, Layout 

 
©  Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, 1999.  
To reprint any or all of Habitat Herald, 
please contact Leslie McCasker. Permission 
will generally be granted if appropriate credit 
is given. 
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Clean Up Goose Creek 
By Canoe 
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An Update on Banshee 
Reeks  

 
On January 20, over 60 people attended a Board of 
Supervisors’ public input session on the future of 
Banshee Reeks. More than 90 percent of the 
speakers, representing several organizations, asked 
that all of Banshee Reeks be set aside as a nature 
preserve that could serve as an outdoor classroom. 
Three speakers who had come to argue the case for 
ballfields changed their minds in the course of the 
meeting and agreed with the case for a natural 
preserve. All seven of the supervisors present said 
that they either supported the idea or were leaning 
in that direction. 

The Board’s Internal Operations Committee is 
scheduled to discuss the issue April 8 at 5:30 p.m. 
Because of the continuing pressure for more 
ballfields in Loudoun County, we must continue to 
let the Board know that Banshee Reeks is not the 
right place for them.  

To keep Banshee Reeks natural in perpetuity, the 
LWC is asking the Board to place conservation 
easements on the entire park, as we believe was 

Thomas Malloy’s intent in his will.  * 
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abhor layers of bureaucracy that slow down 
effective performance. But maybe, just maybe, 
because of the Rural Land Use task force’s 
200,000-Acre Solution and the upcoming elections, 
we will be able to preserve some of this county’s 
rural character to benefit all of us, including our 

wildlife, well into the 21st century. *� �
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Report Problems   Every citizen should 
report improperly maintained erosion 
control fences around construction sites. 
You can call the Loudoun County Dept. of 

Building and Development’s Engineering 
Division Hotline (703) 777-0116. This office 
handles soil and erosion issues, drainage 
complaints, road concerns, and developer and 
homeowner association problems. Provide a 
brief description of the problem. Your call will be 
returned within one working day. Complaints and 
inspections often lead to stop work orders until 
the problem is fixed.  

Become a Waterwise Gardener   The 
Virginia Cooperation Extension Office in 
Loudoun County offers classes to groups 
and communities. For information on the 

program call (703) 777-0373. 

Meet Your Creek  Schedule a watershed 
walk through the Loudoun County Stream 
Monitoring Project. Cliff Fairweather of the 
Audubon Naturalist Society and Virginia 

Water Quality Program is willing to lead groups 
on walks of your neighborhood or nearby creek. 
Call Cliff Fairweather at (703) 803-8400.  

Adopt A Stream  through the Loudoun 
County Stream Monitoring Program.  
Volunteers work in teams on local streams 
to monitor the quality of the water three 
times a year. Volunteers are offered free 

training and use of the equipment for collecting 
data (temperature, pH, etc.) and identifying the 
insects that live in the stream. For information on 

 

training workshops call the Loudoun Soil & 

Water Conservation District Office at (703)777-
2075.  

Establish a Friends of Your Creek  group 
with neighboring communities to preserve 
and protect your creek and its tributaries. 
A “Friends of Goose Creek” group, for 
example, could unite your neighbors for 

stream clean ups, stream monitoring, and 
strategic planting of trees and shrubs (riparian 
buffers). These activities will help to improve 
and ensure the quality of your water.  

Stencil your Storm Drains  with signs stating 
“Don’t Pollute: This Drain Flows to the 
Chesapeake Bay (or the name of your 
nearest creek).” A great public awareness 
project for Boy Scout and Girl Scout 

troops. 

Fertilize With Care If you fertilize your lawn, 
learn what kind of grass you have. This 
determines the best time to add needed 
nutrients.  Most fertilizing should be done 
in late summer or fall. Overfertilizing is a 

major source of water pollution; fertilizer adds 
nutrients to the water which encourages algae 
growth. Use herbicides and pesticides sparingly 
and according to directions. Call the Loudoun 
Soil  & Water Conservation District Office in 
Leesburg (703) 771-8395 to request a FREE 
copy of “You and Your Land: A Homeowner’s 
Guide for the Potomac River Watershed.” It’s a 
78-page booklet jam packed with practical 

information on caring for your property. * 

—�Maria Ruth 
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“Meet Your Creek” and the Loudoun County Stream Monitoring Program is a partnership between the 
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, the Audubon Naturalist Society, the Loudoun Soil & Water Conservation 
District, the North Fork Goose Creek and Catoctin Creek Watershed Committees. Information on these 
groups is available via the Internet at  www.loudounwildlife.org.  

!	 "	

#	

$	



5 

Habitat Herald Spring 1999 

����)�����*��	�������������
�$��
��C��������������
��!��	��������)�		�+��
!����	���	�)�	�	�����
����
�
���'������
�����������
������������'���		��������������	��%�-�������������
�$��
��C����������
����������'����������
����������*������	���%�����������
������������������������	�
����+���������'����
���	���������!����
����'���
����������������	���	��
���	����
�������	��������+����
���������
��!������������������������������������
�	�;���
���������������	�
������%�

�������'�	�
�����+����!��)�������������
�3�	�	����$�
���'�
�����
�����
�������)������������+�
�
D�����	������������6�D�7������������
����	��
��3�����$�
���'����
�0��������6��3$07��
������
D�����E����8�����$�����3���������/��;������	�
���������+	�������������
�����
!������������'����
)����������
�������
�$��
��%����������!�����������������+	����
�������+����!��
������D�����������
$����������,�������������
�E�
�����
�
���������!����	�����$����������,���	���
����	����%�

�

����������	
�������	
�
������	

�������	
����	��		�����	���� !���	����"	���
�	
�
��������������������	��������!
������*�����%�

���
!������������		�����
��������	���'�	��������������D��3�����F��	����-�
�����
!�/��;�����
���������
���)�		�	���
���)����!�������+�����������6��������������G���
����'���	���+�������������
��7�
�
��������0�������
��������		�������������!�
����%���������������)�		�+����
��������������������
�
������
�$��
��%�

�

�

�
��� ��#$��$%�
�$	�&$���'��
�����		�$#�$(	
�&	)��*	

�+,-�.�	��	 (+��+/����	
����	�!	�0���	���� 1���	����"�����������	
�
�����
�������!
������*�����%�

�+,-�.�	��	 �������	
����	�2	�!���	���� 3���	����"	����������	
�
�����
�������!
������*�����%�

,������+��
!���
���
����������	����		������
���
����������������-�
�����
!�/��;���������	�����������
��*�������������
��������������+�	����������
������*�������������
'����+������+������
!���*��(����
!�
������'����������
�%�-������
'����+�����20���������
���������
�+��������������	��������*��(%�
/��������
���)������	�
��������������*��(�)�		����		�+������!
�����������������������)�����������		�����
%�
1
	��������)�����'������
��
�������'����������
!��������
�����*��(�)�		�*��	��������������	�����%�
3��
���!������
!��������������������
�����)�����������
�%�

Habitat Herald Spring 1999 

LOUDOUN STREAM MONITORING PROJECT  
Classes and Programs 
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PROTECTING LOUDOUN'S STREAMS AND WATERWAYS 
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wildlife and state biologist’s reports of slaughter in 
winter deer yards caused by dogs. 

A number of field studies have been done on the 
effect of predation on ground nesting birds.  When 
predators were reduced in the study area by 50%, 
gamebird populations increased 100% or more the 
subsequent year. The increase in bird numbers was 
attributed to decreased predation of nesting birds 
and eggs. It can easily be inferred that adding ree-
roaming cats and dogs to an area would cause a 
substantial decline in the numbers of resident birds 
and wildlife. 

Predation by pets is becoming both a local and 
national concern. Organizations such as the 
American Bird Conservancy have initiated 
“Cat Indoors!” (http://birdsource.cornell.edu/
Conservation/cats/index.html) a campaign for safer 
birds and cats. Many local jurisdictions have 
established leash laws to help decrease the 
incidence of free roaming dogs. For example, 
Loudoun County has a leash law that requires dogs 
to be on leash whenever they are off of their 
owner’s property. Some localities (Alexandria, VA) 
have even initiated leash laws for cats. 

There are many practical reasons to contain 
roaming pets above and beyond the protection 
of wildlife and birds. Those reasons include 
both public and pet health concerns 
such as the containment of rabies, 
prevention of dog bite injuries and the 
extension of your pet’s life. Dogs and cats that 
are allowed to roam are more likely to be hit by 
cars, attacked by bigger animals  
and contract fatal diseases (Feline Leukemia,  
Feline Immunodeficiency virus, Rabies, Parvo virus, 
etc.).  

Pet owners need to be aware of the damage that 
their pets can cause and accept responsibility for 
keeping their animals under direct supervision. 
Local birds, wildlife, livestock owners and your pet, 
will thank you! * 

— Leslie Sinn, DVM�

     

Cats are the most popular pets in the 
United States and now number 
approximately 66 million. Many of those 

cats are allowed to roam 
unsupervised. It is estimated that 
40 million pet cats are outside part 
or all of the time. Combine that 
figure with an estimated 60 
million stray and feral cats and 
the numbers become staggering.   

A research study done in Great Britain 
calculated that the island’s 5 million house cats 
were responsible for the death of approximately 
70 million animals and birds annually (Journal of 
Zoology 212:439-455, 1987). That is a death toll 
of 14 creatures per cat per year. Extrapolate those 
numbers to the estimated 100 million free-roaming 
cats in the United States and even the most 
relaxed pet owner should see cause for concern. 
Other research studies indicate that wildlife and 
bird deaths caused by cats may be even greater! 
(NWRA Quarterly 12(3): 14-15, 1994) 

There is no doubt that there are other contributing 
causes to the decline of bird populations 
throughout the United States such as habitat 
destruction and the use of pesticides. However, 
the aggressive predation that is characteristic of 
even the most docile and well fed of cats is a 
definite cause as well. Cats are non-native 
predators and their impact on native wildlife and 
birds is just now being acknowledged.  

Cat predation is the number one cause of 
admission into many wildlife centers. In many 
areas, cats cause more injuries than cars, 
pesticides, oil spills and all other causes.  Victims 
of cat attacks stand little chance of recovery even 
with proper care because of the massive internal 
injuries that occur and because of the life 
threatening bacterial infections that take hold 
secondary to bite wounds.  

Interestingly enough, little work has been done on 
the effect of dogs on native wildlife and bird 
populations. Anecdotally, there are owner’s 
accounts of retrievers bringing baby animals 
home, veterinarian’s stories of treating dogs 
returning from roaming with blood on their coats, 
farmer’s tales of dogs chasing livestock and 

The Impact of Pets on Wildlife 
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
IF YOU’RE NOT A MEMBER, PLEASE JOIN US.   IF YOU ARE, PLEASE BRING A FRIEND. 

Yes, I would like to join the Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, and help keep the county a place where people and wildlife can live 

in harmony. 
 

 

 

  

Habitat Herald Spring 1999 

Name:  

Street:  

City, ST, Zip: 

Phone: (H)    (W)  Email:  

 

Please mail to: 
 The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy 
 P.O. Box 2088 
 Purcellville, VA  20134-2088 

Membership Fees:       (*membership runs from January 1- 

 q  $10  Student* q  $75  Corporate* 

 q  $20  Individual* q  $200  Individual Lifetime 

 q  $30  Family* q  $300 Family Lifetime 

  q Additional Donation $___________  

Please make checks payable to The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy.         Contributions are tax deductible. 

Down-covered humans take bird census 
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The following piece is a follow-up to Christmas Bird Count  that appeared in out last newsletter. This article was originally published in the 
December 30, 1998 edition of the Loudoun Times-Mirror and is reprinted with their kind permission.  



Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy 
P.O. Box 2088  
Purcellville, VA   20132-2088 
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“THE COMPLETE ANGLER” BOOK-SIGNING AND SLIDE SHOW - Tuesday, April 20, 6:30 p.m. at The Hill 
School, 130 S. Madison St., Middleburg. James Prosek, who retraced Izaak Walton’s footsteps, will present a 
lecture, slide show, and exhibit and sign his new book on fly-fishing. The program is co-sponsored by The Book 
Chase in Middleburg and the Loudoun chapter of the Izaak Walton League to benefit their conservation 
scholarship fund. 

BIRDS: MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT THEIR SURVIVAL - Wednesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m. at the Rust Library. 
George Fenwick, head of the American Bird Conservancy, describes the threats birds face every day, from loss 
of habitat to predators. Over half our bird species spend time outside the United States in countries that are 
rapidly losing habitat and still use DDT. Some of these birds are declining at rates that threaten their existence. 
Mr. Fenwick will explain how we can help. 

LEARNING LOCAL TREES - Thursday, April 29, 4:00-6:00p.m. at the Smithsonian Naturalist Center. 
Carrie Blair, a member of the LWC and past president of the Piedmont Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant 
Society will show slides of commonly used landscape trees and shrubs, as well as the both the native and 
introduced common species that can be found in our local forests. The presentation will include a short 
discussion of natural plant succession, explaining how our botanically rich area has evolved and adapted since 
man’s removal of much of the natural tree canopy. This program is sponsored by the Smithsonian. Space is 
limited and sign-up is required: call Sharon Lanham at the Naturalist Center (703) 779-9714. 

BIRDING ALONG THE W&OD: A BIRD WALK AT CLARK’S GAP - Saturday, May 1, at 8 a.m.  Join Jack Hugus, 
Karin MacDowell, and the LWC for a bird walk on the W&OD Trail near Leesburg, looking for warblers, 
thrashers, vireos, chats, orioles, and scarlet tanagers. Sign-up required: call Joe Coleman at (540)554-2542. 

GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE: ATTRACTING SONGBIRDS AND BUTTERFLIES - Tuesday, May 25, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Rust Library. Loudoun County’s Craig Tufts, author of wildlife books, chief naturalist for the National 
Wildlife Federation, and for 25 years head of their Backyard Wildlife Habitat program, will show slides and 
discuss how attractive plants and shrubs can bring birds and butterflies to your back yard. This program is co-
sponsored by the Rust Library and the Loudoun County Master Gardeners. 

NIGHT SOUNDS OF THE APPALACHIANS - Tuesday, June 8, 7:30 p.m. at the Rust Library. An 
entertaining introduction to the hoots, howls, and peeps of night in the mountains and to the creatures that 
make them. Kevin Dodge, director of the Natural Resources and Wildlife Technology program at Garrett (MD) 
Community College, brings slides, sounds, and stories to an audience-participation program for all ages. This 
program is co-sponsored by the Rust Library. 

WATCH FOR FUTURE EVENTS, INCLUDING: 

Wildflower Walk & Picnic at the MacDowell’s - July 24. 

3rd Annual Butterfly Count - August 7. 

Insects of the Night at Banshee Reeks  - August 21.  

The date on your mailing label indicates 
when your membership expires. 

RECYCLED PAPER 

Habitat Herald Spring 1999 
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MARK  YOUR CALENDARS !     


