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“On foggy mornings, Charlotte’s web was truly a thing of 
beauty. This morning each thin strand was decorated with 
dozens of tiny beads of water. The web glistened in the light 
and made a pattern of loveliness and mystery like a delicate 
veil.” 
 �E.B. White 

by Nicole Hamilton 
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Continued on page 3 

 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy is a non-profit 501(c)(3) group of 
volunteers who share a common goal of protecting and perpetuating 
natural habitats for the benefit of both people and wildlife.  
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law. 

The Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy Board meets the first Tuesday 
of each month. Board meetings are open to all current members. 
For more information, or to suggest topics for discussion at 
upcoming meetings, contact Nicole Hamilton. 

You can also visit us at: 

www.loudounwildlife.org 
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President  

Nicole Hamilton (540) 882-4839 nhamilton@loudounwildlife.org 

Vice President 

Joe Coleman (540) 554-2542 jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org 

Secretary 

Elizabeth Evans  (540) 822-5438 eevans@loudounwildlife.org 

Treasurer 

Michael Friedman (703) 858-7692  mfriedman@loudounwildlife.org 

Programs and Field Trips Chair 

Laura Weidner (540) 668-7799 lweidner@loudounwildlife.org 

Habitat Restoration Chair 

Joe Coleman (540) 554-2542 jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org 

Membership Development Chair 

Lisa Taylor (703) 858-4799 ltaylor@loudounwildlife.org�

Fundraising Chair 

Wade Burkholder (703) 340-9602 wburkholder@loudounwildlife.org 

Public Relations Chair 

Vacant 

Conservation Advocacy Chair 

Vacant 

Publications Chair 

Vacant 

Public Outreach Coordinator 

Bertie Murphy (540) 822-9269 bmurphy@loudounwildlife.org 

 Stream Monitoring Coordinator 

Otto Gutenson (540) 882-3205 ogutenson@loudounwildlife.org 

Bird Population Surveys Coordinator 

Joe Coleman (540) 554-2542 jcoleman@loudounwildlife.org 

Bluebird Nestbox Monitoring Coordinator 

Nicole Hamilton (540) 882-4839 nhamilton@loudounwildlife.org 

Habitat Herald Coordinator  

Ginger Walker (571) 216-3606 gwalker@loudounwildlife.org 

 by Nicole Hamilton 
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Spiders...continued from page 4 

INTRODUCTION TO THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SPIDERS � 
Sunday, September 10, noon – 4:00 p.m. Spiders are ubiquitous 
creatures in our basements, meadows, and woodlots. While they in-
spire feelings of fear among many, they are a source of wonderment 
and mystery to the curious naturalist. Join spider specialist Angel 
Cheri for an introduction to the natural history and identification of 
spiders. On this field trip to the McKee-Beshers Wildlife Management 
Area near Poolesville, MD, we’ll search for spiders in a variety of habi-
tats and discuss their life histories, feeding strategies, and adapta-
tions. This program is co-sponsored with the Audubon Naturalist Soci-
ety. Pre-registration required: Members (ANS & LWC): $21; Nonmem-
bers: $29. To register contact ANS at 301-652-9188 x16. 

Want a bird’s eye view of the county fairs this summer 
and fall?  You can be a volunteer at the Loudoun 
Wildlife Conservancy booth!  We’re sponsoring booths 
at the following fairs:

 

 These fairs offer a great opportunity 
to have some fun and meet your 
neighbors.  At the LWC booth, we 

August 26 - 27, 2006 Lucketts Fair 

September 16-17, 2006 Bluemont Fair 

October 6-8, 2006 Waterford Fair 

Early October 2006 Lovettsville Octoberfest 

Mid October 2006 SterlingFest 2006 

Late October 2006 Aldie Harvest Festival 
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"�����#��������$������
by Karen Strick 

Join our Postcard Campaign! 
It’s fast. It’s easy. It makes an impact! 

We need to let the Board of Supervisors know that we care about the wildlife and habitat of Loudoun. 
Some BOS members are more sensitive to the issue than others. But, none can ignore constituent 
pressure. 

Request a postcard kit: We'll mail the kit to you along with instructions and information. The kit contains a 
set of 7 postcards highlighting different threatened species here in Loudoun and actions that our Board can 
take to protect them. 

Commit to mailing all 7 cards: The volume of cards received by the BOS is critical to our success. If all 
our cards are successfully mailed, the BOS will receive over 1,800 individual contacts in support of wildlife 
conservation. You can mail all 7 cards yourself - to various Supervisors or to your own; or, give some of 
the postcards to friends and neighbors to send. 

Take the next Step: Request a postcard kit by emailing your name and address to: 
info@loudounwildlife.org or call Nicole Hamilton at 540-882-4839. 
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Continued on page 8 

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Space is limited for many of these programs and field trips. 

Please call the designated program contact for further information and to reserve your spot.  
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Calendar...continued from page 7 

Continued on page 9 
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Monarch Waystation...continued from page 12 

Continued on page 14 

Join Us for the 10 th Annual  
Loudoun County Butterfly Count! 

Saturday, August 5, 2006 

Each year, on the first Saturday in August, teams of us 
gather to count butterflies. We visit gardens, parks, 
sanctuaries and fields to cover the area within our count 
circle. To be successful in this count, we need your help in 
spotting these “flying flowers.”  Last year, we saw 50 
different species, and across our teams we counted over 
5,000 individual butterflies. This year promises to be just 
as rich and varied. 

When you sign up for this count, you will be assigned to a 
team that will have at least one experienced butterfly 
identifier who will not only lead the team but also share 
tips on identification of specific species. Teams meet at 
9:00a.m. to start the count and break for lunch before 
continuing on into the afternoon. Join us for a few hours or 
the full day. 

 If you enjoy watching butterflies, would like to learn more 
about them, and see a wide variety of species, join us on 
this count. This is also a great experience for those who 
enjoy photography. You can sign up for the count by 
contacting Nicole Hamilton at 
nhamilton@loudounwildlife.org or (540) 882-4839. To see 
past data, look at our count circle, and learn more about 
the count, visit our website at:   
http://www.loudounwildlife.org/Butterfly_Count.htm.  
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Beginner Bird and Insect Walk Sat., August 12   (8: 00—9:00 a.m.) 

Join us as we explore the fascinating world of insects and birds in this free one-hour walk. We’ll sharpen 
our identification skills as we learn what to look and listen for when wildlife watching. 
 

Bird Walk Sat., September 9   (8:00—9:00 a.m.) 

This free one-hour walk is for bird watching beginners and is led by an experienced birder. Learn about 
what to look and listen for and tips on identification 
 

Bring your binoculars and field guides if you’ve got them; if not, we’ve got some to loan. 
Registration is required for all walks. 

ANS Environmental Education  
The following classes are given by the Audubon Naturalist Society at the Rust Sanctuary in Leesburg, VA. 

Please contact Cliff Fairweather at cliff@audubonnaturalist.org or 703-669-0000 for more information or to register.  
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Monarch Waystation...continued from page 13 
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Continued on page 17 

by Leslie McCasker 
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Striped Skunk...continued from page 16 

Stream Monitoring Program Re-launch   

Stream monitoring is an LWC program of which we can be proud � it is the longest running, stream 
stewardship initiative of LWC, Since the program started in 1997, over 100 volunteers have sampled 
benthic macro-invertebrates at over 20 sites throughout Loudoun County. Monitoring results have been 
provided to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality and used to assess water quality and identify 
degraded streams, Loudoun Watershed Watch also used the monitoring results in their two “State of 
Loudoun Streams” reports published in 2002 and 2005. 

Now the LWC Board is re-launching the stream monitoring program in order to gear up for a new 
challenge, Loudoun County is beginning a comprehensive Watershed Management Planning initiative that 
will include countywide stream monitoring, Many streams in the county, especially headwater streams, 
have not been monitored; thus, no data is available to assess their quality, The Watershed Management 
Plans will identify the high quality streams that need to be protected, the moderately degraded streams 
that need to be restored, and the severely impacted streams, To support the county effort, citizen groups 
such as LWC are being asked to continue their water-resource stewardship programs, including stream 
monitoring and community outreach and education. 

What does “re-launch” mean?  The LWC Board recently adopted a new organizational structure for the 
stream monitoring program, The idea is to spread responsibilities for coordinating the program activities 
over several volunteer positions so each volunteer will have a smaller job, but together will get the bigger 
job done, There are a variety of jobs that need to be accomplished, including things that require little or no 
monitoring experience. 

Therefore, this is a call for help from existing monitors and other LWC members to launch an updated 
stream monitoring program and meet the new need for stream monitoring data in the county, Happily, 
LWC has a long list of members who are interested in monitoring and want to be assigned to a monitoring 
team, The new program structure, once staffed with volunteers, will be able to incorporate new volunteers 
into the program, The contacts for further information about helping are Otto Gutenson and Nicole 
Hamilton, If you are looking for a critical stewardship program to help out with � this is it! 

by Darrell Schwalm 
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by Rachelle Hill 

by Rachelle Hill 
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Name:  �

Street:  
�

City, ST, Zip:  

Phone:  (H)    (W)  E-mail   

�

Please indicate your membership level:               (*membership runs from January 1- December 31)  

��$10  Student* �  $30  Family* �  $200  Individual Lifetime 

�   $20  Individual* �  $75  Corporate* �  $300  Family Lifetime 

                                         � Additional Donation $___________ 

��Renewing Member ��New Member�
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Membership Benefits Include: 

� Subscription to Habitat Herald � Volunteer Opportunities 
� Classes and Workshops � Regular Membership Meetings and Programs 

Mail this form along with your payment to: Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy 
 PO Box 2088 

 Purcellville, VA  20134-2088 
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by Virginia McGuire 
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