








Recommended Box Mounting Method

¼” x  2 ½” Carriage 
Bolt and Nut

1” Electric Conduit 
Mounting Bracket and 
2 #8 x ½” Screws

Mounting Pole
1” EMT Metal Electric Conduit

7 ½’ Long with the Bottom 1 ½’ 
Buried in Ground



1 ½’ 

8’

Ground  
Level

Mount the nest box so entry hole is about 5’ from the ground.

Vinyl Coated Hardware Cloth

For Additional Information:  www.virginiabluebirds.org  

8” x 24”
8”

Cut off the edge to make 
prongs, then bend prongs 
outward to prevent snags
        for our birds.

Bend guard into shape

Vinyl Coated Hardware Cloth

 Lace edges together 
along corner using light-
weight tie wire.

BEND PRONGS
OUTWARD



Quan Material

Two-Hole Mansion
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Predator guard

45°

Floor

5 1/2"

Side
make 2
(1) Left

(1) Right

Side

Side

Back

Door

Square hook 
for door latch

Roof

7 1/4"

13"

Optional drip guard
(make from scrap)

Predator guard
Attach with 1 1/4" screws

1 x 6  (Door, Back, Floor)32"
32" 1 x 8  (Sides, Predator guard)

11 3/4" 1 x 10  (Roof)

Toe hold
(make from scrap)

Floor

5 3/4"

Position floor to maintain
8 1/2" drop from bottom of
entry holes to top of floor
(recess approximately 1/4").
Angle floor down slightly 
at front for drainage.

11 3/4" 9 1/4"

Side View Front View

Door pivots
(each side)

Back
13" Back

1 1/2"
Door Pivot

Door

13"

Entry Holes: 
1 9/16" dia.

Saw kerfs or length
of plastic gutter 
guard for bird ladder
(interior side)

Notch for 
square hook
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Roof

Saw kerfs on roof underside
1/2" in from edge x 1/8" deep

11 3/4"

9 1/4"

3 3/4"

1 1/4"

5"
3 1/2"

2 1/2"
2 1/4"

8 1/2"

Drop door approx. 3/8" 
below sides

3/8"

Drip guard 
extends above
and below roof

3/8"

2" 2 1/2"

2 1/2"

1"



 

 

 

 

 

The Carl Little Bluebird Box 
 Venting on both sides and across front 

 Sloped roof to shed rain 

 Large overhanging roof to shade box 

 Full swing down opening side for ease of 

monitoring and clean out 

 Screw fastener on side panel for secure closure 

 Seven interior grooves for fledgling exit ladder 

 Four corner floor drains 

Materials 
Do not use pressure treated or composite wood. 

 5’ - Standard Nominal 1”x 6” Board 

 1’ - Standard  Nominal 1”x 10” Board 

(or 2” x 10” Board for a better insulated roof 

and less warping) 

 19 - Galvanized Phillips Head Deck Screws #8 x 

1 3/8” 

View with 

door open 

Exterior Painting 
The exterior of the nest box may be painted with 

water-based light colored paint or sealant to 

extend the life of the box. 

 

Vent 

Vent 

Drill 1/4” holes 

centered 8 1/2” 

and 1” from 

bottom of back 

panel for 

mounting bolts. 

Fledgling Ladder 

Critical for  

Tree Swallow chicks 

IMPORTANT 
Trim 1/8” 

from this edge 

of door 

For Additional Information:  www.virginiabluebirds.org 
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